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E Government of the United States of Mexico has 

been accused of a prolonged and brutal persecution of 
all religions within its territory. In an effort to stem the 
rising tide of American Protestant, Jewish and Catholic pro- 
test, the Government of Mexico has crossed the border to 
defend its actions. Knowing that religious liberty is em- 
bodied in our Constitution, safeguarded in our courts of jus- 
tice, and enshrined in the hearts of our people, the Mexican 
Government, by means of the press, the platform, the radio, 
and even the free franking privilege of the United States 
mails, has rushed before the bar of American public opinion 
with a ringing plea of “not guilty.” 

Sefior Portes Gil, President of the National Revolution- 
ary Party, assures us that his Government does not inter- 
fere in any way with the spiritual functions of any church. 
Sefior Lazaro Cardenas, President of Mexico, calmly ex- 
plains: “Government action merely endeavors to enforce 
exact compliance with the laws regulating religious worship.” 

In order to realize the speciousness of President Car- 
denas’ plea and the enormity of Mexico’s constitutional per- 
secution of religion, allow me to summarize briefly for you 
some of the articles of the Mexican Constitution “regulating 
religious worship.” 

For the sake of brevity, I shall depart at times from the 
exact wording of the text, but never from its exact sub- 
stantive content. I would ask you to picture the enforce- 
ment of these laws by an atheistic government in the United 
States of America. 





DENIED LEGAL EXISTENCE 


The Mexican Constitution denies legal existence to all 
associations known as churches (Art. 130); such associations 
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may not acquire, retain or administer property, either in 
their own or in another’s name (27); all church buildings 
belong to the Federal Government, together with the exclu- 
sive right to determine how many and which ones shall be 
used for their original purpose (27); episcopal residences, 
rectories, seminaries, convents, religious schools, colleges, 
hospitals, orphan asylums and all other buildings dedicated 
to religious purposes are similarly confiscated (27); chari- 
table institutions for the sick and needy, for scientific re- 
search, for the diffusion of knowledge, and even mutual aid 
societies may in no case be under the patronage, direction, 
or administration of any religious body (27); no religious 
body may educate the young (3); religious orders of what- 
ever denomination and for whatever purpose contemplated 
are outlawed (5); the Federal Government has exclusive 
authority in all matters pertaining to religious worship 
(130); public worship must at all times be under govern- 
mental supervision (24); only Mexicans by birth may be 
the ministers of any religion (130); they are officially classi- 
fied as professional men (130); and thereby require a license 
from the State, which has the exclusive right to determine 
their number and qualifications (24); they may not vote 
nor hold office nor assemble for political redress nor criti- 
cize this Constitution, either in public or in private (130); 
citizenship is forfeited by all who compromise themselves 
before clergymen by agreeing to disregard these provisions 
or the laws arising thereunder (37); political organizations 
bearing any name indicative of religious belief are strictly 
forbidden (130); publications of a religious character or 
sympathy may not comment on political affairs nor even 
publish any information whatsoever concerning the actions 
of public authorities (130); all real and personal property 
belonging to clergymen or to religious institutions is subject 
to confiscation by the nation (130), which has the right to 
transmit title thereof to private persons (27); such property 
includes even private homes which have been used AT ANY 
TIME as the residence of a bishop or priest, and all objects 
which have been used IN ANY WAY for religious pur- 
’ poses (cf. Instruction of Attorney General Portes Gil, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1934, upheld by Supreme Court, October, 1934) ; 
and Article 130, which contains most of the anti-religious 
regulations pertinent to criminal prosecution, concludes very 
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significantly as follows: “No trial by jury shall ever be 
granted for the infraction of any of the preceding provisions.” 


AN OPPRESSIVE CHARTER 


These, my dear friends, are what President Cardenas 
calls the “laws regulating religious worship.” This is the 
Constitution of a supposedly free people. Can you visualize 
a more oppressive charter of government, a more unblushing 
weapon of religious persecution, a more facile instrument 
of political plunder for the spoliation of an unarmed, de- 
fenseless people? 

The preamble of Mexico’s previous Constitution, which 
began with the words, “In the name of God and by the au- 
thority of the Mexican people . . .” has been stricken out of 
the present document, which has never been ratified by the 
people nor ever submitted for their approval. But for its 
enforcement and for the enforcement of a maze of support- 
ing laws and decrees, a penal system of fines, confiscation 
of property, imprisonment and exile completes the total de- 
struction of freedom of conscience, of speech, of assembly, 
of the press and even of private correspondence. The 
Churches can make no legal protest, for they have no legal 
existence; and individuals appeal to the puppet courts of 
Mexico not only in vain but at the peril of official reprisal. 

And yet President Cardenas and Portes Gil have the 
effrontery to deny religious persecution, and the hypocrisy 
to appeal to Article 24 of the Constitution, which reads as 
follows: “Every man is free to embrace the religion of his 
choice and to practice such ceremony, devotions, or observ- 
ances of the respective creed, either in places of public wor- 
ship or at home, provided they do not constitute an offense 
punishable by law.” The enforcement of the last ten words 
makes a mockery and a shambles of the religious liberty 
guaranteed in the same article. 


REGARDING PERSECUTION 


Dr. Charles S. MacFarland, a prominent and respected 
American Protestant clergyman, after a personal investiga- 
tion of conditions in Mexico, has replied to the pointed ques- 
tion: Does the State persecute the Church? He says: “Is: 
not that question answered sufficiently when I pass the beau- 
tiful Cathedral and find flaming posters of the State plas- 
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tered on its walls attacking it in violent terms as an institu- 
tion, or when I go into a church and find it filled with car- 
toons, some of them vile caricatures of religion itself? Is 
it not answered when the Government goes into the Cathe- 
dral, makes trash heaps of altars and crucifixes, and pastes 
seals on its paintings of the Madonna, and in Church offices 
on the typewriters, certifying that they are the property of 
the Government? Is it not answered when the ‘Red Shirts,’ 
even though not authorized, are permitted to invade church 
property in riotous manner? It is idle to discuss the ques- 
tion . . . the Mexican State is persecuting the Church. For 
the Foreign Secretary and the Ambassador to the United 
States to reiterate denials is as disingenuous as it is inept.” 
(Chaos in Mexico, pp. 262, 263.) 


DESECRATION AND DESTRUCTION 


Because of the enforcement of the “laws regulating re- 
ligious worship,” most of Mexico’s churches and all her re- 
ligious schools, colleges, seminaries, hospitals, her religious 
orphan asylums and poorhouses are desecrated and de- 
stroyed, or transformed into Government buildings, barracks, 
warehouses and roadhouses, or distributed as political plums 
to thieving politicians. 

In the sacred name of Constitutional Atheism the in- 
mates of the home for the aged destitute in Mexico City 
have been delivered from the contaminating influence of the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, who have been driven into exile. 
Exile, however, is a merciful fate compared with the unspeak- 
able outrages suffered by other consecrated virgins at the 
hands of a brutalized soldiery. 

Because of the sanctity of Mexican law only a few more 
than two hundred priests are allowed in all Mexico—a coun- 
try of 750,000 square miles, with a population of fifteen 
million people, ninety per cent of whom are Catholics. Four- 
teen States have outlawed all priests; they have made it a 
crime to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, to admin- 
ister the Sacraments, to teach little children in the name of 
Christ, to bring the comforts of religion to the sick and dying. 

But this is all Constitutional. This is merely Govern- 
ment action enforcing “exact compliance with the laws regu- 
lating religious worship,” as President Cardenas tells us. He 
does not tell us of the extra-legal and illegal methods of 
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Government officials calculated to strip the last vestige of 
religious life from the heart of Mexico. 

I will mention some of them. Destitute citizens are 
denied public relief and hospitalization because of religious 
affiliations; scores of Federal employees have been dis- 
charged for refusing to march in an atheistic parade past 
their beloved Cathedral which the Government, on the Feast 
of Christ the King, had decorated with the red flags of 
Moscow; internes at the Juarez Hospital have been dis- 
missed and their professional careers ruined for similar rea- 
sons; in Queretaro all public employees, who are Catholic 
or even married by a priest are subject to discharge. 

The normal school in Mexico City refuses admission to 
Catholics. In Guadalajara the university students are re- 
quired to sign a pledge to cease the practice of their religion; 
the registration of nine hundred students dropped to one 
hundred and sixty; and a mass meeting of protest was dis- 
persed by the “Red Shirts” with the cold-blooded murder 
of several of these ambitious boys who were forced to choose 
a life of manual labor rather than surrender their faith. 
Similiar multiple murders, by the action or at least the con- 
nivance of Government officials, were recently perpetrated in 
Tabasco. 

The Government of Mexico is eloquent in its protesta- 
tions of love for the down-trodden Indians, but it has jailed 
them for the horrible crime of breaking and entering their 
padlocked churches with criminal intent, not to rob, but to 
pray; it has offered them worthless strips of land in return 
for a promise to forsake their Faith, and it has answered their 
refusal by ransacking their rude homes for religious images; 
it has shot them down like dogs when they stood in a ring 
of unarmed, passive resistance around their church in a futile 
effort to save it from destruction; in Guadalupe five of them 
were callously murdered for attempting to rescue the padre 
from the hands of the “Red Shirts.” 


MANY PRIESTS MURDERED 


In Coyoacan, a suburb of Mexico City, on Sunday morn- 
ing, December 30, 1934, a force of sixty armed men opened 
fire on a crowd of Catholics filing out of church; five inne- 
cent churchgoers were instantly killed and many more seri- 
ously wounded. During the public horror and indignation 
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which ensued, President Cardenas, who is so zealous for the 
“laws regulating religious worship,” forbade all public dem- 
onstrations except by those responsible for the massacre, the 
members of his own political party. 

Members of that party, the only political party in 
Mexico, have been expelled on the charge of “having sym- 
pathy with religion.” In Tabasco a Protestant minister was 
thrown from a cliff by soldiers and incapacitated for life. 
In Sonora priests are hunted even in the mountains, lest they 
offer the Holy Sacrifice in the shelter of the wilderness. 

In Mexico City the sister of a priest was arrested be- 
cause her brother, whom the police could not find, had dared 
to discuss the trend of Mexican Socialism. In furtherance 
of this reign of terror there is a systematic espionage upon 
all priests and prominent Catholics, especially Knights of 
Columbus and Knights of Guadalupe. 

Since 1926 approximately three hundred Catholic priests 
have been wantonly murdered for their loyalty to their 
flocks, twenty-nine of them in recent months. Since 1929 
approximately five thousand of the laity have laid down 
their lives for Jesus Christ, four hundred of them members 
of the Young Men’s Catholic Association. 

Many of these victims were offered the opportunity to 
apostatize and accept lucrative positions. Formerly these 
brutal executions were held in public; photographers were 
summoned and pictures of the killings and the corpses were 
widely distributed in order to terrorize a heartbroken people 
into submission. But that practice has been abandoned on 
the grounds of expediency. 

Now the victims of atheistic hatred simply disappear 
or are shot “attempting to escape,” because these photo- 
graphic records of governmental savagery, instead of ter- 
rorizing the people, had the opposite effect of enkindling their 
love of Jesus Christ and steeling their wills for the supreme 
sacrifice of love. The blood of martyrs is still the seed of 
Christians. 


THE Sout or Mexico 


I have given you a brief and inadequate description of 
Mexico’s religious persecution. I have called it the assault 
upon the body of a nation; because I have confined myself 
merely to offenses against property, liberty and life. But 
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within the shackled and broken body of Mexico there resides 
an unconquered and triumphant soul. The tragedy of its 
sorrow, the heroism of its constancy, the grandeur of its 
simple beauty are too great for my description. I will let 
it depict itself. On last Holy Thursday the people of Tia 
Juana, in Lower California, had no Blessed Sacrament. The 
Government had long since exiled their priest, and there was 
no one to bring them the Bread of Life. They yearned for 
the comforting presence of the King of Kings, enthroned 
in a thousand beautiful repositories in a free and happy 
country. So they chose an innocent little child, dressed him 
in white, gave him a bodyguard of six unarmed but fearless 
Indians, and sent him with their prayers across the border 
into California. There this modern Pancratius obtained the 
Blessed Sacrament in a tiny golden pyx, hid it in his snow- 
white clothes, and marched triumphantly back into Mexico. 
The dilapidated church was filled, the sanctuary was lighted 
by contraband candles and smothered with wild flowers. 
The Sacred Burden was placed upon a rude throne; and all 
day long tear-filled eyes watched, brown hands were clasped 
in prayer, aching hearts poured out their love to the God 
whose Passion they were sharing. And when evening fell 
the little lad with his Indian guards carried Our Divine Lord 
back into the United States, where it is not against the law 
to love Him. 

That is the soul of Mexico. That is the faith and the 
love that fills it. Lazaro Cardenas, by violence and blood- 
shed, may rule Mexico’s body; but Jesus Christ is still King 
of her soul. Of the ferocious assault upon this soul, far 
more diabolic than the attack upon the body, I shall speak 
next Sunday. 
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II. AMERICAN RESPONSIBILITY 


Those of you who listened to the broadcast of the 
Catholic Truth Period last Sunday will agree, I am sure, 
that the unhappy people of Mexico are the victims of a 
truly savage religious persecution. Because of it, Mexico 
today is a land of Constitutional thievery and Governmental 
violence; a land of plundered schools and desecrated 
churches, of violated cloisters and empty tabernacles; a land 
of blood and terror, of murdered priests and ravished nuns, 
of broken families and unmarked graves. 

Yet these outrages are merely against material goods, 
bodily liberty, temporal life and earthly happiness. They 
constitute the assault of human greed and ambition merely 
against the body of a nation. Today I shall tell you of an 
unspeakably worse assault, an assault motivated by nothing 
less than the satanic malice of Moscow; the assault upon the 
very soul of prostrate Mexico. 

This division of a tragic topic is not one of rhetorical 
convenience. It follows the deliberate tactics of the Mexican 
Government. It was first proclaimed by the infamous Plu- 
tarco Elias Calles. In Guadalajara, on July 19, 1934, Gen- 
eral Calles, in a radio speech outlining Mexico’s new educa- 
tional system, announced the assault upon the soul of his 
own country in the following words: “The Revolution is 
not ended. The eternal enemies lie in ambush and are laying 
plans to nullify the triumphs of the Revolution. It is neces- 
sary for us to enter a new period . . . the psychological period 
of the Revolution. We must now enter and take possession 
of the consciences of the children, of the consciences of the 
young, because they do and should belong to the Revolu- 
tion . . . we cannot entrust to the hands of our enemies the 
future of the country and the future of the Revolution. 
With all their trickery the reactionaries and the clericals 
are saying that the children belong to the home and the 
youth to the family. This is a selfish doctrine; because the 
children and the youth belong to the community. They be- 
long to the collectivity; and it is the inescapable duty of the 
Revolution to take possession of consciences, to drive out all 
prejudices, and to form anew the Soul of the Nation.” 
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SocIALISTIC EDUCATION 


In Mexico City, on October 20, 1934, Senator Ezequiel 
Padilla, Secretary of the National Revolutionary Party, gave 
utterance to the following sample of profound Revolutionary 
Pedagogy: “Religion is something in the heart and con- 
victions of men. It cannot be destroyed by brute force. It 
can be destroyed, if at all, only by persuasion. For this 
reason the Mexican Revolution has made a chief instrument 
of its policy the diffusion of education which is eminently 
socialistic. .. . In the French Revolution priests were hanged 
and guillotined in every province. Who would have thought 
that after this the clerical power would still live? Never- 
theless, only a few decades were required for Catholicism 
to raise her powerful head once more in every part of 
France. Religion is to be fought with the book, by teach- 
ing and persuasion.” 

On December 1, 1934, the Constitutional Amendment 
providing for compulsory “socialistic” education became ef- 
fective. Article III of the Constitution now reads: “Educa- 
tion imparted by the State will be socialistic, and further- 
more will exclude all religious doctrines and combat fanati- 
cism and prejudices, and toward this end the school will 
organize its teachings and activities so as to imbue the young 
with a rational and exact concept of the universe and of 
social life. 2. Only the State Federation, States, Munici- 
palities shall impart primary, secondary or normal educa- 
tion. Authority may be granted private individuals to im- 
part education in any of these grades, but always subject 
to the following norm: (a) The activities and teachings of 
private schools must follow, without any exception whatever, 
the precepts of the first paragraph of this article.” 


UNDERTAKING IN ACTION 


On July 1, 1935, at the first meeting of the new Mexican 
Cabinet, President Lazaro Cardenas reread his message of 
January 1, 1935, again emphasizing the Government’s de- 
termination to enforce its educational program,—the pro- 
gram calculated to destroy religion more effectively than 
brute force (without neglecting the latter, however) and to 
form anew the soul of the nation by taking possession of 
the consciences of the children. 
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Before evaluating this gigantic undertaking, let us see 
it in action. Mexico’s education is not confined to the class- 
room; no means of popular expression is left silent. The 
radio is constantly utilized in an attempt to invade the sanc- 
tity of the home with violent diatribes against God and re- 
ligion. Hideous cartoons, declaring that the oppressed state 
of the people is owing to their “belief in God,” are issued 
from Government printing presses and pasted on public 
buildings. The press of the Department of Agriculture 
prints a vile newspaper called “Christo Rey,” in mockery of 
the dying gasp of Mexican martyrs whose last words before 
the firing squad formed the prayerful cry: “Viva Christo 
Rey!” “Long live Christ my King!” This paper, which 
carries a caricature of a drunken Christ alongside its title, 
printed the following parody for the edification of Mexican 
children: “Our Father, who art NOT in heaven . . . I mock 
and blaspheme thee! May thy kingdom NEVER come! 
. . . May thy will be done in burning statues and hanging 
ministers of religion and in destroying churches both in the 
country and in the city.” 


Another sample of the same revolting mockery: “Hail 
Socialism! Full of love! Fraternity is with thee! Power- 
ful art thou among the oppressed, and great shall be the fruit 
of thy doctrinal womb! Holy Liberating Cause, Mother of 
Humanity, do not abandon us now nor at the hour of our 
social emancipation.” 


SCHOOLROOM SCENE OF BATTLE 


* The distorted artistic genius of Jose Clements Orozco 
is pressed into service. His blasphemous murals disfigure 
the walls of the National Preparatory School. “One reveals 
the figure of Christ, swollen and bloated almost to the burst- 
ing point, a tiny crown of thorns resting upon a luxurious 
growth of hair. It would be impossible to imagine a more 
repulsive figure, and the leer in the protruding eyes is not 
likely to be forgotten. He holds a Phrygian Cap of Liberty 
in his left hand; an emaciated worker stands shuddering by 
his side, and Christ is drawing his attention to that object, 
in evident connivance with a capitalist who is preparing to 
plunge a dagger into the worker’s back. Another mural re- 
veals a wicked old man, representing God the Father. The 
angry, cross-eyed figure is quite as impressive and repellant 
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as that of Christ. He. is holding an orb, whilst a group of 
sheepish ‘bourgeois’ worships at his feet.” (Chaos in Mexico, 
by Charles S. MacFarland, p. 275.) 

The great field of battle in the assault upon Mexico’s soul 
is the schoolroom. The Government’s first move is the abo- 
lition of the last vestiges of religious influence. Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian and even Mormon schools, tolerated 
until recently, are now closed. 

The Catholic schools, of course, were long ago confis- 
cated or destroyed, their teachers driven away by violence 
and bloodshed and worse than bloodshed. In former days 
the teachers of Mexico’s children were men and women whose 
lives were consecrated to God and dedicated to the sacred 
task of developing the image of God in the hearts of their 
little charges. 

All that is changed now. Mexico’s new teachers are 
entrusted with her children only after taking, not the vows 
of religion, but the following pledge of infamy: “I, a 
before the Department of Federal Education, do ’solemnly 
declare that I accept without any reservation whatever the 
program of socialistic education, and that I am a propa- 
gandist and defender of this program. I declare that I am 
an atheist, an irreconcilable enemy of the Roman Catholic 
religion, and that I will use my efforts to destroy said 
religion and to do away with all religious profession, and that 
I am ready to oppose the clergy whenever and wherever it 
may be necessary. I declare that I am ready to take a chief 
part in the campaigns against fanaticism and to attack the 
Roman Catholic religion wherever it manifests itself. At 
the same time, I will not permit any religious practices of 
any kind in my home, nor any images, and I will not permit 
any of the members of my family under my authority to 
attend any service of a religious character.” This is the 
pledge compulsory in Yucatan; the formula differs slightly 
in other States, but is substantially the same. 

Upon the revelation of this vicious educational program, 
a storm of protest from horrified parents and teachers swept 
the country. Public school teachers gave up their only 
means of livelihood; in Michoacan sixty of them resigned, 
in Aguascalientes every single one. But nothing daunts the 
atheistic Juggernaut that is crushing the beauty and the life 
of Christian Mexico. In a country of fifteen million people 
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it is easy for a tyrannical Government to find a few thou- 
sand miserable wretches who are willing. to sell their own 
souls for a salary and to defile the souls of innocent children 
under the protection of a machine gun. 


BATTLE Cry oF ATHEISM 


American parents, you who regard the mind of child- 
hood as a sacred trust, come into a Government school in 
Mexico and behold the diabolical fury of the assault upon 
the soul of a Christian nation. See the battle cry of atheism 
inscribed upon the classroom walls: “There is no God!” 
Your own children begin the school day with prayer: listen 
to Mexico’s children forced to salute their atheistic teacher 
with the greeting, “Good morning, teacher, there is no 
God!” and hear the response, “No, children, there never was 
and there never will be a God!” 

Your children are taught the love of God: listen to tiny 
Mexican voices chanting in unison, “Uno dos; no hay dios!” 
“One, two; there is no God!” Your children sing hymns to 
God and songs of a free country: listen now to innocent 
voices singing atheistic doggerel ridiculing the heroism of 
countless saints and martyrs. Your children read the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ: listen now to bewildered children stum- 
bling through vicious school readers which demolish in their 
little hearts the faith their persecuted fathers and mothers 
have sacrificed liberty and life to preserve. Watch them 
as they file out of school, one tiny fist clutching a free ticket 
to a blasphemous motion-picture show, the other holding a 
gaudy caricature of the Crucifixion of Christ with a donkey 
as the central figure. 

Atheism is the first principle of Governmental education; 
the second is advanced and brutal sex instruction. The Sec- 
retariat of Education distributed gratis to Mexican children 
pamphlets which even the Mexico City Excelsior refrained 
from describing, because, as it stated: “They are calculated 
to awaken the most brutal instincts and excite the most 
feverish passions of lust.” 

Advanced lectures on sexual matters are given in the 
Classroom. In order to illustrate these lectures, boys and 
girls in primary co-educational grades have been forced to 
disrobe completely in one another’s presence; they have been 
given pictures which have no place outside the covers of 
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scientific medical books; they have been taken to see the 
mysteries of the maternity hospital, the methods of the 
breeding farm and the stockyard; even animals from the 
street have been introduced into the classroom for the same 
purpose. There have been other indecencies, perpetrated 
before the innocent eyes of children, which I cannot men- 
tion. Nor would I have mentioned these, except that you 
might realize the anguish of the Mexican mother’s heart; 
except that you might know that below the Rio Grande, Jesus 
Christ is being crucified anew in the hearts of His little ones. 

The heroism of Mexico is not confined in the breasts of 
grown men and women. In Guadalajara, three hundred 
small boys were herded into jail, because they manfully re- 
fused to attend the school which, a few days before, outraged 
their innate modesty by one of these bestial exhibitions; 
Government authorities announced that they would be held 
until the parents promised to send them back to school. 

In Mexico City, a young man named Luis Escobedo 
Jose was arrested for taking part in a students’ demonstra- 
tion against this sexual instruction; when he refused to 
divulge the names of the leaders, pen points were thrust 
under his nails and gunpowder was ignited on his arm with 
a cigarette; his sweetheart was arrested and violated in the 
presence of others; the girl died a few days afterwards, 
and the boy’s release had to be bought by his relatives and 
friends. 


AN AMERICAN’S ATTITUDE 


Oh, the Mexican Government has planned its program 
with the cunning of Satan. When the eyes of Mexican chil- 
dren are put out by the firebrand of atheism and their little 
bodies enslaved in the chains of sex perversion, then indeed, 
and then only, will Almighty God and the Virgin Mother 
of Guadalupe be torn from the bleeding heart of Mexico. 
Portes Gil and Lazaro Cardenas deny religious persecution, 
but their lying words are drowned out by the rifles of firing 
squads, by the cries of wives and mothers, by the chant of 
childish voices singing: “No hay dios! No hay dios! There 
is no God!” 

Would you be shocked to know that you and I have given 
public approval to this assault upon the soul of Mexico? 
Then listen to the voice of Josephus Daniels, the United 
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States Ambassador who represents us in Mexico. On July 
19, 1934, Mr. Daniels, in an address at the Embassy in 
Mexico City, made the following astounding assertion: “The 
spirit of the Mexico of this day was clearly and succinctly 
stated last week in Guadalajara by General Calles in as brief 
a sentence as that employed by Jefferson decades ago. Gen- 
eral Calles, speaking for the ear of all patriotic Mexicans, 
and particularly those entrusted with leadership, said: ‘We 
must enter and take possession of the mind of childhood, the 
mind of youth.’ ” 

Three months later the same Mr. Daniels, after a lengthy 
interview with Calles, gave the following statement to 
El National, a violently atheistic organ of the National 
Revolutionary Party: “I consider that General Calles is 
the strong and vigorous man of Mexico. I took much 
pleasure in shaking hands with him . . . I take pleasure in 
making these statements to El National, for which I have 
particular admiration, because it knows how to interpret the 
sense of the Mexican Revolution.”—(El National, Novem- 
ber 3, 1934.) 

I realize that these statements seem as incredible as the 
barbarism they approve. And yet they are the actual words 
of Josephus Daniels, your representative in Mexico, com- 
mending the unholy occupation of the soul of childhood. 
They are the words of your Ambassador, publicly insinuat- 
ing a favorable likeness between Plutarco Calles and Thomas 
Jefferson,—Jefferson, who made the dying request that upon 
his tombstone should be engraved the fact, not that he had 
been President of the United States, but that he was the 
father of a statute for religious freedom. They are the words 
of your Ambassador, publicly announcing his pleasure in 
shaking the hand of Plutarco Calles,—Calles, whom Pope 
Pius XI had previously declared a worse persecutor of Chris- 
tianity than either Nero or Caligula. 

In his odious comparison of Calles to Thomas Jefferson, 
I presume that Mr. Daniels must have had in mind some 
statement of Jefferson relative to public education or to the 
establishment of the University of Virginia, of which he was 
the proud founder. However, that is merely my conjecture; 
Mr. Daniels’ mind is a profound mystery to me. 

Nevertheless, in view of Thomas Jefferson’s public life, 
his well known principles and accomplishments, and espe- 
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cially his passionate devotion to political and religious lib- 
erty, I feel quite secure in saying that he never made a 
statement which, taken in its context, would justify classify- 
ing him with the infamous Plutarco Calles. And in justice 
to Jefferson’s memory, in order to refute the slur cast upon 
his name by Josephus Daniels, allow me to read you a let- 
ter. This is a letter preserved in the archives of the Ursuline 
nuns of Louisiana. It was written to them by President Jef- 
ferson, some time after the accession of that State to the 
Union. 

President Jefferson writes: “I have received, Holy Sisters, 
the letter which you have written me wherein you express 
anxiety for the property vested in your institution by the 
former government rights of Louisiana. The principles of 
the Constitution and the Government of the United States 
are a sure guarantee that it will be preserved to you sacred 
and inviolate, and that your institution will be permitted to 
govern itself according to its own voluntary rules without 
any interference from the civil authority. Whatever diversity 
of shade may appear in the religious opinions of our fellow 
citizens, the charitable objects of your institution cannot 
be indifferent to any; and its furtherance of the wholesome 
purposes of society, by training its younger members in the 
way they should go, cannot fail to ensure it the patronage of 
the Government it is under. Be assured that it will meet 
with all the protection which my office can give it. 

“T salute you, Holy Sisters, with friendship and respect. 


“TH. JEFFERSON.” 


There are several points to be noted in this gracious and 
typically Jeffersonian letter—and on all of these points 
Thomas Jefferson is the diametric antithesis of Plutarco 
Calles. Jefferson guarantees the Sisters that their property 
will be preserved sacred and inviolate and promised them all 
the protection his high office can give them; Calles robbed 
and pillaged every convent and Sister-school in Mexico. 

Jefferson assures the Sisters that they will be allowed to 
govern their community according to their own voluntary 
rules without any interference from the civil authority; 
Calles calls them the eternal enemies of the Mexican Revolu- 
tion. : 


Jefferson salutes the Sisters with genuine friendship and 
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respect; Calles, treated them with contempt and hatred, even 
allowing his degenerate soldiers to desecrate their cloisters 
and outrage their consecrated virginity. This I think, effec- 
tively disposes of a gross calumny against the name of a 
great American. 

I do not believe that Mr. Daniels was actuated by mal- 
ice. Surely Mr. Daniels must know that Mexican mothers 
and fathers, who have suffered but fear not them that kill the 
body, have bleeding hearts now because of them that steal 
and defile the souls of their children. Surely he must know 
that Jesus of Nazareth did not exclude the childhood of 
Mexico when He said: “Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me!” Surely he must know that it is better for a man 
to be drowned in the depths of the sea with a millstone about 
his neck, than to scandalize even one of these little ones that 
believe in Jesus Christ. No, it cannot be malice. Mr. 
Daniels’ conduct can only be explained by the same blun- 
dering stupidity which led him to embarrass his State De- 
partment, by hailing Plutarco Calles as “the strong and vigor- 
ous man of Mexico,’”’—the man who a few months later was 
driven out of Mexico by a coalition of underlings who envied 
his stolen wealth. It would be the gracious thing at least, if 
Mr. Daniels would cease misrepresenting us and follow his 
“strong and vigorous man” out of Mexico. 

Of the shameful story of American meddling in Mexico, 
which did not begin with Mr. Daniels, I shall speak next 
Sunday. In the meanwhile I would ask the charity of your 
prayers for the children of Mexico. Those of you who will 
have the joy of this evening of leading the night prayers of 
the little ones God gave you—I would ask you to have them 
pray that the Good God will keep the light of faith shining 
through the darkness of Mexico’s blackest night into the souls 
of Mexico’s children: that the pure Virgin of Guadalupe will 
spread her white mantle over the innocence of their‘ hearts 
and keep them undefiled unto the dawn of a free and happy 
day. 
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Ill. AMERICAN REPONSIBILITY REVIEWED 
Part ONE 


During the broadcast of the Catholic Truth Period, these 
past two Sundays, I have endeavored to acquaint you with 
some of the more important facts of the present religious 
persecution in Mexico. Two weeks ago I outlined the As- 
sault upon the Body of Mexico; the violent outrages against 
the property, the liberty, the temporal life and the earthly 
happiness of the Mexican people, by the armed force of a 
tyrannical government. 

Last Sunday I spoke to you of the Assault upon the very 
Soul of Mexico; of the Satanic attack upon the faith, the 
conscience, the supernatural life and the spiritual peace of a 
Christian nation, by the brutal enforcement of an atheistic 
education calculated to pervert the mind of its childhood. 
Mexico today is nailed, body and soul, to the cross of a re- 
ligious persecution unsurpassed in savagery and malice since 
the Cross of Calvary consecrated the dawn of the Christian 
era. But there is yet another chapter to be added—a chapter 
which should make us proud Americans, in the midst of our 
religious freedom, hang our heads in shame. 

A letter from Dorchester, Mass., requests me, in no un- 
certain terms, to “leave the Mexican problem to the Mexican 
people.” It will probably surprise the writer to hear that 
such a course is precisely what I intend to advocate today. 

My proposition is precisely this: that the Government of 
the United States of America should cease associating itself 
with the crucifixion of the Mexican people, and stop prevent- 
ing them from securing religious and political freedom. For 
the turbulent history and miserable condition of the Mexican 
people for the last one hundred years is largely the result of 
constant American interference in Mexico—a consistently 
pernictous and destructive policy which extends from Joel 
Poinsett to Josephus Daniels. The curse of Mexico is that 
the United States has never left the Mexican problem to the 
Mexican people. 

The keynote of American meddling in Mexico was 
sounded by no less a lover of human liberty than Thomas 
Jefferson. At a time when the glory and power of Spain 
was on the decline, Jefferson wrote the following enlighten- 
ing and prophetic words about the Spanish-American colo- 
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nies: “These countries cannot be in better hands. My fear is 
that they are too feeble to hold them till our population can 
be sufficiently advanced to gain it from them piece by piece.” 
(Bruce: Romance of American Expansion, p. 35.) 

The territorial ambition of our early statesmen weakened 
Mexico; her destruction was completed by the shameless 
greed of our slave holders, bankers and oil magnates. Let 
us glance at a few of the steps in the process; they form the 
most gruesome skeletons in our diplomatic closet. 

In 1811, when Napoleon had Spain by the throat, we 
jumped at the opportunity to begin our meddling in Mexico. 
James Monroe, then Secretary of State, tried to instigate a 
Mexican rebellion against crippled Spain. He actually 
promised arms, ammunition, and twenty thousand Ameri- 
can soldiers—with the frankly avowed purpose of annexing 
Mexico to the Union. But Mexico remained loyal to the 
Catholic Spain which had civilized and educated and gov- 
erned her wisely for three hundred years. 

In 1822, after Mexico had successfully revolted against 
a transformed and radical Spain, which, during the French 


invasion, had adopted an anti-religious constitution, we sent 
Mr. Joel Poinsett to Mexico to urge Monroe’s plan again. 
When the proposal was again rejected, Poinsett’s genius for 
contemptible political intrigue went to work. He deliberately 
organized a secret society of Mexico’s radical and anti-radi- 
cal riff-raff in order to destroy her first independent govern- 
ment. 


ANTI-CLERICAL INFLUENCE 


In a word, what Soviet Russia is trying to do to us to- 
day, we succeeded in doing to Mexico in the time of Joel 
Poinsett. For Poinsett’s crew of anti-clericals were success- 
ful; Mexico’s first government was overthrown; and a hun- 
dred years of military terror began. Leave Mexico to the 
Mexican people? There were popular demonstrations and 
riots in Mexico City against the brazen interference of our 
American Mr. Poinsett, but the meddling went on in true 
American fashion. As a result, in 1828 the Franciscans were 
expelled from their celebrated missions, despite the predic- 
tions of Mexican governors that this would cause the re- 
surgence of barbarism among the Indians; in 1833 all clergy 
were barred from the schools of Mexico. From this date, the 
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tragic decline of a truly glorious Mexico began in earnest. 
But we continued to help the process. 

In 1846 President Polk sent the exile Santa Anna back 
into Mexico and financed his fratricidal revolution, in order 
to promote the extension of slave territory for the benefit of 
our pious Southern slave holders. This is hardly leaving 
Mexico to the Mexican people! 

In 1858 President Buchanan flung the Mexican people 
under the iron heel of Benito Juarez. Juarez was the Calles 
of eighteenth century Mexico. He was the first of the self- 
styled Liberal leaders to dare carry out, even by force of 
arms, a wholesale pillage of the Catholic Church; he chose as 
his military commander, Juan Alvarez, an illiterate mulatto 
bandit, whose unspeakable savagery is still a by-word in 
Mexico. 

At the time Juarez was fighting out of Vera Cruz against 
the Conservative government of President Zoloaga. When 
Zoloaga refused to surrender Mexican territory in return for 
American recognition, President Buchanan declared the 
United States in favor of Juarez; seized the ships and sup- 
plies of the Mexican government ; made a gift of them to 
Juarez and placed him in power. 

Leave Mexico to the Mexican people? During the 
eighteenth century our constant interference drained the 
blood of Mexico and scourged her to exhaustion by fomenting 
internal strife, by disarming her patriots and putting guns 
in the hands of her bandits. But we accomplished our pur- 
pose. We grabbed Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Ne- 
vada, California and most of Colorado. We secured half of 
Mexico and, incidentally, introduced human slavery into 
territory from which the Mexican clergy had banished it three 
centuries before! 

In the nineteenth century, it was land which motivated 
our destruction of Mexico; in the twentieth, it is oil. The 
greed of American Big Business, which has caused so much 
economic distress in our own country, has completely devas- 
tated the economic and political and religious peace of the 
Mexican people. 

In 1913 Victoriano Huerta became President of Mexico. 
He presaged a happier future for war-torn Mexico. Huerta 
was undoubtedly a sincere patriot and a capable leader; his 
cabinet was one of exceptional ability and high character; 
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his government had the support of the Mexican people and 
the diplomatic recognition of England, Spain, France, Ger- 
many and Japan. But the all-important American recogni- 
tion was lacking. 

So Venustiano Carranza, the grafting Governor of Coa- 
huila, started an insurrection in which he was joined by the 
notorious bandit, Francisco Villa. Our own Ambassador in 
Mexico insistently pleaded with Washington to accord the 
rightful government of Huerta the American recognition so 
vital to the stability of every Mexican government. But our 
American oil magnates did not like Mr. Huerta, and neither 
did President Woodrow Wilson. This was enough to spell 
the doom of Huerta and the Mexican people. 

The internal peace and happiness of Mexico was not an 
item in this Wilsonian bargain. Wilson ignored the represen- 
tations of our own Ambassador, demanded his resignation, 
and sent a group of unofficial meddlers into Mexico. One of 
them was a clergyman unfrocked for immorality; another 
was a radical journalist whose gravestone now occupies a 
prominent place near Lenin’s mausoleum in the Red Square 
at Moscow; another was John Lind, a bitter anti-Catholic, 
whose instructions were to notify President Huerta, the clear 
choice of the Mexican people, that he could not remain Presi- 
dent of Mexico! 

Leave Mexico to the Mexican people? While the Car- 
ranza-Villa bandits were terrorizing them and sacking their 
homes, pillaging churches and desecrating altars, revishing 
nuns and murdering priests, Woodrow Wilson raised the arms 
embargo in favor of the bandits, seized a German ship con- 
taining arms for Huerta, bombarded Vera Cruz on a childish 
pretext, and deliberately wrecked the legally constituted 
Government of Mexico—and with it the hopes and the hap- 
piness of its people. Victoriano Huerta died asking God’s 
forgiveness for Woodrow Wilson, who, he said, never really 
understood. But Carranza and his spoilsmen were saddled 
on the bleeding back of Mexico. We put them there; and 
we have kept them there ever since; Carranza, Obregon, 
se and Cardenas—four red blotches on our national 

onor. 


(The Second Part of this Address will be published in the Catholic 
Mind for December 22, 1935.) 





